1576.]      Queens Message on Church Reform.        209

And because these matters do principally appertain to the
persons ecclesiastical and to the ecclesiastical government, her
Majesty giveth a most special and earnest charge to all arch-
bishops, bishops, archdeacons and deans, and all such as have
ordinary juris diction, in such cases to have a vigilant eye and
care to the observation of the orders and rites in the said
book prescribed, throughout their cures and diocese . . . upon
pain of her Majesty's high displeasure for their negligence and
deprivation from their dignities and benefices or other censures
to follow, according to their demerits.

[Dated 20 Oct. 1573.]

Cardwell, Documentary Annals, I. p. 348.

13. Queens Message1 to Parliament, 15/6.

[9 March, 1576.] Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, touch-
ing the petition for reformation of discipline in the Church,
doth bring word from the Lords ~ that their Lordships having
moved the Queen's Majesty touching the said petition, her
Highness answered their Lordships :

That her Majesty, before the Parliament, had a care to
provide in that case of her own disposition ; and at the beginning
of this session her Highness had conference therein with some
of the bishops and gave them in charge to see due reformation
thereof; wherein, as her Majesty thinketh, they will have
good consideration, according unto her pleasure and express
commandment in that behalf: and so did her Highness most
graciously and honourably declare further that, if the said
bishops should neglect or omit their duties therein, then her
Majesty, by her supreme power and authority over the Church
of England, would speedily see such good redress therein, as
might satisfy the expectation of her loving subjects, to their
good contentation.

Which message and report was most thankfully and joyfully
received by the whole House with one accord.

s' Journals, L p. 113.

1 This message was sent in consequence of the introduction into the
House of Commons of a bill for ecclesiastical reformation. Cp. above,
pp. 120-124.

3 i. e. of the Privy Council.
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